Suffolk University

Digital Collections @ Suffolk
Suffolk Journal

Suffolk University Student Newspapers

2012

Suffolk Journal, vol. 72, no. 19, 3/21/2012
Suffolk Journal

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.suffolk.edu/journal

Recommended Citation
Suffolk Journal, "Suffolk Journal, vol. 72, no. 19, 3/21/2012" (2012). Suffolk Journal. 538.
https://dc.suffolk.edu/journal/538

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Suffolk University Student Newspapers at Digital
Collections @ Suffolk. It has been accepted for inclusion in Suffolk Journal by an authorized administrator of
Digital Collections @ Suffolk. For more information, please contact dct@suffolk.edu.

THE AWARD-WINNING STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY • BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

ly

nJi

Lr

1/

(U

Download your
digital copy of
The Suffolk Jou
Just
gg
Get if on your
mobile instanti

THE SUFFOLK OURNAL
VOLUME 72, NUMBER 19

WWW.SUFFOLKJOURNAL.NET

March 21, 2012

Marijuana bill hearing attended by students
tors to standing room only
space. Although he and sev
Journal Staff
eral other Suffolk supporters
Students from Suffolk arrived at the State House at
University's NORML (Na 1 p.m., they had to wait over
tional Organization
for the Reform of
Marijuana Laws)
chapter attended a
public hearing at
the State House on
March 6 to support
Bill H1371, a piece
of legislation that
seeks to fully legal
ize, regulate, and
tax marijuana in a
manner similar to
alcohol.
SUNORML
President
Sean
McSoley, a senior,
gave
personal
testimony at the _______
Massachusetts Joint
Committee on the Judiciary's two-and-a-half hours before
hearing in front of a packed McSoley could say his piece
house, leaving many specta- because many other bills were
Ally Thibault

being discussed at the hearing
as well.
"Sometimes you get to go
on right away, other times you
have to wait awhile," McSoley

tion, he was quite accustomed
to the process.
The committee's chairman. Representative Eugene
O'Flaherty (Chelsea), clarified

year. McSoley explained that
this haphazard mix of bills
wasn't uncommon. "Anyone
can come in and give a testimony on a bill. The order of
speakers is com
pletely random so
you never really
know when you're
going to get called
up," he said.
After hours of
hearing about a
proposed assisted
suicide bill and
trash dumping is
sues in Lawrence,
McSoley finally
got his chance to
testify.
Dressed
professionally in
a jacket and tie,.,
the Suffolk senior
Photo by Ally Thibault began his pitch to

the committee. The
said. As he has previously that the meeting featured so chairman cut him off early on
attended public hearings to many unrelated bills because
sec SUNORML page 2
support marijuana legaliza it was the last of the legislative

Interior Design program at NESAD third in country
Lauren E. Spencer

Journal Staff
Suffolk University's New
England School of Art and De
sign (NESAD) interior design
program was recently ranked
third among "America's Top
10 Interior Design Schools" by
DesignlntelUgen.ee Magazine.
This was NESAD's sec
ond year making the list; the
first time they appeared they
ranked sixth. Both of their
programs, the MA and the
BSA, improved three posi
tions to rank as third best in
the nation.
The Designlntelligence re
port takes a wide range of de
sign programs into account.
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"Sawyer Business School
turns 75"
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Many prospective design stu
dents refer to the magazine's
annual report to see what
schools are doing, and where
the best programs are.
"The nice thing about the
Designlntelligence
rankings
is that they are voted on by
professionals in the field, stu
dents in the field, people who
are in it," said Nancy Hackett,
co-director of NESAD's interi
or design program. "So when
you get a ranking from your
peers, it really does mean
something."
This type of recognition is
a great honor for the program,
but it also serves as motiva
tion for enrolled students.
"It certainly makes the

students who are currently
in the program imderstand
why we're so tough on them,"
Hackett said. "It kind of vali
dates the kind of pressure that
we put on them, but I think it
[also] makes them feel good
that they're third in the coun
try with some [big-name de
sign schools]. It makes them
feel as though their education
is the best in the country, and
I think it is."
While the students' and
teachers' passion for excel
lence can be attributed to the
program's achievements, the
successes of NESAD's alumni
can be credited as well.
"We have plenty [of grad
uated students] in the greater
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Boston area in all kinds of terms of prospective graduate
firms," explained Hackett.
"But they've spread now to
see NESAD page 2
New York, to D.C. to
California, to Texas, THE NEW ENGLAND
so it gives us a na
tional presence that
we wouldn't have
had without 10 years
of graduates in the
master's level and 15
years of graduates in
the bachelor's level.
As the students ma
ture and they get po
sitions of leadership,
they get noticed."
In addition, the
ranking strengthens
the program's repu
tation, especially in
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Sawyer Business School turns 75 NESAOsrd
Michelle Lim

Journal Staff
Known for founding Suf
folk as a Law school in 1906,
Gleason Archer's School of
Management - now known as
the Sawyer Business School is commemorating its 75th an
niversary this year. Another
brainchild by our institution's
leading figure, the Sawyer
Business School succeeded
the Law School and the Col
lege of Arts and Sciences
(1934). Archer established the
formerly known School of
Management in 1937 as the
third installment to constitute
Suffolk University.
Today, the Sawyer Busi
ness School is one of the top
300 business schools in the
region.
Chair of the accounting
department and associate
professor Lewis Shaw, who
has spent 16 years at Sawyer
Business School, attests to its
progressive evolution. Cor
relating with the mission of
Suffolk University, Shaw said,
"the business school exempli
fies that for students—a lot of
whom have no experience—
by teaching them skills to be
successful and helping them
in the workplace." Shaw also
attributes the surge in success
to current Sawyer Business
School Dean William O'Neill,
who "brought a new vision of
goals" to the school.
The subsequent name
change occurred in 1995 on
behalf of a Boston entrepre

neur and Suffolk benefactor
named Frank Sawyer. Al
though having never attended
college himself. Sawyer was a
businessman in his own right.
From humble beginnings as a
taxi driver in Boston to setting
the stage for customer service
in the taxi industry, his foun
dation of the
Checker Taxi
Company in
1921
broke
down barri
ers by serving
as one of the
first to welcorne passen
gers of any
race as well as
hire them.
Further
accomplish
ments of Saw
yer involved
the addition
of the taxi ser
vices Town ____________
Taxi and Red
Cab, while significantly aid
ing the development of Avis
Rent-a-Car. His benevolence
extended to academia with
the belief of deep respect for
education and a tolerance to
wards those whose financial
needs impeded them.
Like its honorary name
sake, the earlier accolades of
the Sawyer Business School
include the Executive MBA
program in 1975 and the MBA
Online program in 1999. As
the first of their programs to
be initiated in the New Eng
land area, the preliminary

stages of the business school
forecasted the significant suc
cess to follow. Indeed, with
more than 200,000 college stu
dents from all over the globe
presently. Sawyer Business
School's popularity has been
nothing short of in demand.
Among some of the key

toward
an
international
stamp. Priding itself on global
focus, both the students and
the faculty that comprise the
business school furnish multiculturalism; the opportunity
for a Global Travel Seminar
maximizes the epitome of glo
balism. With the expansion of

Photo by Derek Anderson

points of Sawyer Business
School's mission statement
today is to create successful
leaders in hopes of their ca
pacity to give back in public
service, much akin to Frank
Sawyer and his views. The
deep-rooted values of Saw
yer Business School are set in
stone, but the sole goal of the
business school goes beyond
the intent to merely shape
their students.
It is clear how Sawyer
Business School has made a
deeper mark within the na
tion, but has also progressed

a Suffolk University campus
in Madrid, Spain and count
less study abroad possibili
ties, Sawyer Business School
has only solidified through
the ages.
With 75 years of experi
ence under its belt. Sawyer
Business School continues to
thrive. By keeping with the
core ideals of the past and
embracing an ever-evolv
ing future. Sawyer Business
School proves it can stand the
test of time.

in nation
from NESAD page 1

students.
"We are finding that more
students are applying," Hackett said. "There is a really big
correlation between us being
on that list and us getting ap
plicants who are also looking
at other top schools."
Karen Clarke, co-director
of the Interior Design pro
gram, also received recogni
tion in the magazine as she
was named one of Designlntelligence's "25 Most Admired
Educators" of 2012.
"Karen is an incredible
go-getter," Hackett said of
her co-director. "She has very
high energy and she is always
pushing to exceed and excel.
She's a great public relations
person for us."
In celebration of their
honors, the NESAD program
held a congratulatory event
Friday, March 9 at the Mon
tage showroom. NESAD
alumnus Michael Moeller,
who has appeared on HGTV,
was brought back to the
school speak at the event.
"We've invited back
alumni, current students, in
dustry professionals, people
who do internships with us,
and we really are doing it as
a celebration of our ranking
and of Karen's award, [all] to
kind of build our following,"
Hackett said.

1 was stabbed six times and leftfor dead^
fromSUNOHAU, page 1

into his speech to tell
him to "slow down" as he
seemed "nervous," but McSoley didn't let that stop his
momentum.
He thanked the legislators
for "for keeping an open mind
in hearing issues that [they]
may or may not be comfort
able discussing" as he began
to give facts and figures that
supported the legalization of
marijuana. Many of the leg
islators sat absent-mindedly
in their chairs, texting away
as they had been all hearing,
but were all suddenly jolted
into the conversation when
MeSoley told a very personal
story.
"One day after class, a

few friends and I went to the
Boston Common to smoke a
joint," MeSoley said without
being brash. He went on to
describe how two suspicious
looking men came up to him,
demanding a bag of his stash.
When MeSoley refused, he
met an awful punishment.
"I was stabbed six times
and left for dead," MeSoley
told the committee.
"This would never have
happened over alcohol or cig
arettes," he concluded. The
men only resorted to such a
horrible act because of the in
flated value of the illegal sub
stance.
MeSoley testified that
"prohibition is the cause of
violence, not the plant itself,"

and if it were legalized, then
the violence would end. Also,
he added that legal regulation
would keep marijuana out of
the hands of children. Cur
rently, MeSoley cited, accord
ing to the National Center
on Addiction and Substance
Abuse at Columbia Universi
ty, "marijuana is more readily
available to teens than alcohol
or cigarettes."
After MeSoley finished
his testimony, a few commit
tee members asked questions.
One member said he didn't
feel marijuana legalization
was a state issue and instead
should be taken care of at
the national level. MeSoley
agreed that something need
ed to be done at the national

level but urged the legisla
tures to embody Massachu
setts' "progressive spirit" and
set a standard for the country.
Another member of the
committee expressed her con
cerns about people driving
under the influence of mari
juana. MeSoley replied that
this issue would be easily ad
dressed by legislation—just
as drinking alcohol is legal
ized but drunk driving is ille
gal, marijuana could be legal
with punishments for driving
while high. The member con
tinued to voice her anxieties
over this aspect without seem
ing to acknowledge MeSoley's
straightforward answer.
But, nevertheless, the
crowd of students was

pleased by MeSoley's testimo
ny, as many spectators con
gratulated him as he walked
out of the room and several
local media outlets pursued
him for interviews and photo
ops.
"I don't want to be pes
simistic, but since it's just a
public hearing, the commit
tee doesn't have to pass on
bills it doesn't like regard
less of public support behind
them," MeSoley explained. "I
hope my testimony played to
their emotions and started to
change their minds," he told
the Journal, but it is clear that
there is still a lot of work for
supporters of marijuana le
galization to do before this
bill can become a reality.
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Courtesy of Alternative Spring Break

Journal Staff
"You will be remembered
here long after you leave,"
were the words of Chief Kirk
Francis of the Penobscot In
dian Nation, and for the 24
of us who participated in Al
ternative Spring Break in Passadumkeag, Maine, last week,
the feeling was absolutely
mutual.
The Penobscot Indian Na
tion can be found throughout
Northern Maine, with their
primary location on Indian Is
land, right outside of Passadumkeag. There are over 2,000
Penobscots still today, and
about 500 live on the island.
Within the past year,
Suffolk University obtained
an incredible land donation
in Passadumkeag which in
cludes two gorgeous houses,
a massive stable, and over
80 acres of barely developed
land running right along the
Penobscot River. It was de
cided by several groups in the
university that an Alternative
Spring Break trip should be
conducted there in an attempt
to build a relationship with
the neighboring Penobscots.
And so it began.
Our work for the week though Tm not sure if "work"
is the right word - consisted
of painting the gymnasium
of the Penobscot Nation Boys
& Girls Club, along with sev
eral smaller rooms, and lay
ing down a hardwood floor
in their daycare during the
day, and then playing with
the children of the club in the
afternoons and evenings.

BRIEFS
Invisible Childrenfounder arrested
for alleged indecent exposure

>5^ . 'W

Caitlin Lezell

news

But it was more the little
things that made the week
as special as it really was.
It was the elders' stories, it
was learning to hug "heart to
heart," it was endless hours
of volleyball and dodgeball,
it was looking like fools at
tempting tribal dances, it was
our love of moose meat. It
was the exacerbation we felt
from hearing "It Will Rain"
by Bruno Mars just one too
many times on the radio, it
was hours of playing "Mafia,"
and it was the constant laugh
ing. It was the nightly reflec
tions and the teamwork, and
it was the realization that we
would never be able to truly
explain to anyone else what
we had just experienced.
We became painters, car
penters, chefs, tribal dancers,
cheerleaders for the children
of the Penobscot basketball
team, and experts at Mad Gab
and Catch Phrase.
We learned so much more
than we were expecting to of
the Penobscot culture, history,
spirituality, and way of life.
The elders were just so will
ing to talk and answer any
questions we had, to share
their experiences with dis
crimination in the past and
present, and to become our
friends. The children were
simply precious. The tribe as
a whole was so generous, so
intelligent, and so loving.
These words have hardly
served the experience jus
tice. The trip was a surprise
for each one of us, as no one
knew what to expect from the
Penobscots or Passadumkeag
going in. But at the risk of

Jason Russel, 33, co-founder of the anti-LRA organization Invisible
Children, was arrested in San Diego, Calif, after being found "in his un
derwear" under the influence of unnamed substances allegedly vandal
izing cars and "masturbating in public." Under police supervision, Russel
was detained and "transferred to a local medical facility for further evalu
ation and treatment," according to a San Diego Police Department spokes
person. "Kony 2012," a documentary about Joseph Kony and his Lord's Re
sistance Army, made up of children abducted from their homes, went viral
earlier this month. While the video urges viewers to donate to
Invisible Children, critics have become wary about the
nonprofit's spending as well as the fact that no civil
war currently exists in Uganda, with the LRA sign
ing a treaty' in 2008. Nevertheless, Joseph Kony
_ fled the country and is still at large. Invisible
Children released a statement which said, "Rus
sell was unfortunately hospitalized yesterday
suffering from exhaustion, dehydration,
and malnutrition." The statement
also mentions that llie past two
weeks "have taken a severe emo
tional toll on all of us, Jason espe
cially, and that toll manifested itself
in an unfortunate incident."

speaking for the group, the
week concluded with an im
mense feeling of satisfaction,
of knowing that a bond was
established between Suffolk
University and the Penobscot
Nation, between ourselves
and the Penobscots, and be
tween one another. This sat
isfaction could not have been
Occupy Wall Street protestors celebrated their six-month anniversary
predicted, nor could it ever be
on
St,
Patrick's Day Saturday by mardiing through the streets, visiting
replicated.
Zucotti Square, and eventually for 73 of them, being tied up in green hand
I am just so grateful to
cuffs by what New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg has called "my army,"
have been a part of this pio The movement, which began last September, has called on the American
neer group to this Suffolk government to respond to the cries of die people, specifically those who
property that was able to start are discriminated against, those who are unemployed, and those who they
this beautiful friendship with *believe the system works against. Calling themselves "the 99 percent/'
the Penobscot Nation. I have protestors were sitting in Zucotti Square when hundreds of police offi
cers descended upon them, to which they responded by linking arms. The
joked to friends that I left my
.group, which calls for transparency within government, is now calling
heart in Passadumkeag, but =^for a May 1 strike on work and
in all seriousness, I am just so ^school. The NYPD has recently
much more at peace now than been accused of profiling with
I was before I left. My heart, in the Muslim-American com
mind, and soul are in such a munity as well as participating
in drug scandals. Videos of
better state. This emotional
NYPD officers beating protes
week taught my companions tors, including journalists do
and me so much more about ing their job, have gone viral
simply listening, loving, and . ail over tlie internet once again.
What OWS calls the "American
living.
I write this encouraging Spring," after the Arab Spring,
Suffolk University to take full is said to be "coming."
advantage of this beautiful
new property it has been giv
en and to continue to develop
this- incredible friendship
with the Penobscot Nation.
How crooked and corrupt is the state of Massachusetts? The State
I encourage each one of you
Integrity Investigation, a $1,5 million public collaboration desigited to
to take the time to educate
expose the negative and highlight the positive practices of each state, re
yourselves on the history and leased the results of a nationwide survey on Monday scoring the Mas
plight of indigenous peoples sachusetts at an average "C" letter grade. Not one state received an "A,"
across the globe and, further and only five scored high enough to receive a "B." Massachusetts ranked
more, I encourage each one of No. 10 in the country with a score of 74 out of 100. The State Integrity
you to take advantage of Al Investigation said that its research was gathered by journalists in the state
ternative Spring Break at least who conducted interviews based on "clear scoring criteria," which is then
reviewed by editors at Global Integrity and the Center for Public Integrity
once while at Suffolk.
and further examined by experts in the state independently, according to
Thank you Penobscot Na the organization's website. The state's lowest scored criteria was its "Ac
tion, and thank you Alterna cess to Information," where Massachusetts outright failed, and its "Legis
lative Accountability," which landed a "D+." Massachusetts scored a solid
tive Spring Break.

Occupy celebrates six-month
anniversary; 73 arrested

Massachusetts loth least
corrupt states with a C grade

"A" in its "Redistricting" criteria, however, and scored a "B" in "Political
: inancing."
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International Opinion

Preventive action is necessary
to better U.S.-Afghan relations
Michael Smith

Journal Contributor
In the past four months,
three instances have proven
to shake the bonds between
the United States and Afghan
governments. It began with
the discovery of a video of
four US marines urinating
on the dead bodies of Afghan
people, and was followed by
the burning of Korans in a
landfill. More recently. Ser
geant Robert Bales, 38, killed
16 Afghan civilians in one
night.
The Korans were report
edly put in an office where
they were mistaken for trash,
put in a landfill and burned.
On Sunday, March 11
Bales left his base at night,
travelled to two villages by
foot, and killed 16 civilians
in their homes. Upon return
ing, he confessed what he had
done.
Each instance gave rise
to strong opposition among
the Afghan people. This des
ecration of the Koran incited
protests, which ended with
the deaths of handfuls of peo
ple, both protestors and U.S.
troops. These protests were
increased following the recent
murders. Tension between
the U.S. and Afghanistan runs
high as they demand Afghan
trials for the perpetrators and
push for an accelerated end to
U.S. occupation in Afghani
stan.
The reactions by the peo
ple have been severe, and not
without due cause, but every
story has two sides. Many
views on war are black or
white. Generalizations are
made and there is more to the
story than most people get.
But in order to understand
the implications of these
events for the war as a whole,
we have to understand every
thing else.
One of the biggest dilem
mas in Afghanistan is the Tal
iban. One also has to consider
why someone would support

the Taliban. As of 2011, the
Asia Foundation reported
that "the number of people
who said they sympathized
with the aims of Taliban had
dropped to 29 percent." The
wording is vital. Support may
come for the Taliban because
some may feel it is a better
means to live than what the
present government offers.
There may be others too who
oppose foreign intervention
and are very dissatisfied with
the present government. It all
amounts to how they have to
live their lives. They may see
the Taliban as the only other
viable option without neces
sarily supporting all of their
ideals.
However, one cannot ig
nore that support could be
entirely genuine. Strong be
lief systems along with char
ismatic leaders and troubled
situations can prove to be a
breeding ground for radical
ideas and actions.
And although there are
many that may support the
Taliban, many don't. A vet
eran, who wished to remain
anonymous, commented on
the dichotomy, saying "Some
of the civilians would talk to
us. Some would tell us where
the enemy had put roadside
bombs and tell us not to drive
there."
"Many of the civilians,"
said the veteran, "have chil
dren and don't want their
kids to get hurt." With the
knowledge of where these de
vices were, the Explosive Or
dinance Division would then
disarm the bombs.
The Taliban, through acts
of violence and murder, sup
port of Al-Qaida, human traf
ficking and oppression, act
as a common enemy for the
United States and those Af
ghan civilians who work with
the U.S. soldiers. It is on those
grounds that U.S. involve
ment can be appreciated.
The only way to think
about the Afghan war, how
ever, is through the purposes

X
■X
Photo courtesy of the United States Army

Sgt. Robert Bales killed 16 civilians in their homes on the night of March 11th. The
army claims that this was due to mental instability
of the U.S. As long as there remains a potential threat in the
country, the U.S. will prob
ably not abandon it. With
the understanding that the
U.S. will stay in Afghanistan,
these opinions do not relate
to whether or not we should
be there, but hpw we could
perform best with the United
States' goals, especially con
sidering the actions of the
past few months. We should,
however be able to act in the
general interest of the Af
ghans.
Transferring power back
to the Afghanistan govern
ment means both improv
ing their government and
attempting to eliminate Tal
iban-related threats. Leader
ship from an effective govern
ment that is neither violent
nor oppressive, while still al
lowing the individual rights
of the people, would help to
create the stability that many
people in the country want.
This kind of government,
without opposition from a
violent regime, would allow
the coimtry to grow.
It seems, in this mode of
thought, that the best option
for the United States national
security, and most likely Af-

ghanistan's as well, would
be to work together to cre
ate a stable government with
no radical opposition. Brit
ish Broadcasting Corpora
tion surveys show that many
Afghans oppose the Taliban.
Wavering, but significant
numbers also show that U.S.
involvement is generally sup
ported.
The events of the past
four months have put a
damper on the ties between
the two governments, mak
ing cooperation more difficult
and potentially strengthening
the forces that both parties
are trying to control. Even
if the government and civil
ians understand that the ac
tions recently committed by
American soldiers, are in fact,
isolated and not in line with
U.S. ideals, one cannot ignore
that they happened. People
should not have to accept
the vulgarity or disrespect of
troops urinating on corpses
or the burning of their sacred
book, and civilians should not
live in fear of being killed in
their homes. Further trust can
be difficult, especially consid
ering Afghanistan's past.
Many agree on the final
goal of U.S. involvement. But

conditions can become worse.
tensions can increase. When
this happens, the goals are
detracted from and people
begin to question if the goal is
worth the costs of American
occupation. This shouldn't
need to be asked. The U.S. has
to take responsibility. Though
these actions were not in line
with the ideals, methods and
goals of our military, an apol
ogy is not enough and the big
picture must be taken into
account. It is the job of our
government and military op
erations to gain better control
over the situation in order to
prevent anything more like
this. Psychological screen
ing could be more thorough
and the army must ensure
that respect is kept towards
the Afghan people and their
culture. One shouldn't think
of how to properly punish
activities like these, but to act
preventatively to ensure they
will not happen. Even if this
means fewer troops are avail
able to be stationed in the
country, the reduction in mili
tary personnel is worth stable
ties with the Afghan govern
ment and civilians.

March 21, 2012

Suffolk abroad:
Vienna Part XI
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BRIEFS
Europe
LONDON, England - British soccer player Fabrice
Muamba suffered a heart attack as his team faced off against
Tottenham in an FA Cup Quarterfinal. The Bolton midfield
er collapsed during the game last Saturday and was quickly
rushed to a hospital. Once news of his cardiac arrest reached
officials, the game was suspended. The-23-year old Congo
lese player was screened for heart defects four times prior to
the incident, reports the Professional Footballer's Association
(PFA). "It's still very early in the process," said Bolton Man
ager Owen Coyle. "There is still a long way to go but there are
encouraging signs ... and we pray he continues to improve."
The PFA has spent over $10 million on prevention for heart
deficiencies over the past 20 years.

Asia
HATHRAS, India - fifteen people are dead after a taxi col
lided with a train in an unmanned rail crossing on the Madu
tracks. The express train collided with a Jeep caring 17 pas
sengers as it was crossing the tracks on Tuesday, railway offi
cials said. Railway accidents are common in India, the country
with one of the busiest rail networks. Safety issues have been
raised over the past couples of years as the outdated trains are
facing overcrowding and lack of supervision. A recent report
by an Indian government agency calculated the deaths due
to train accidents to be roughly 15,000 a year in the world's
second most populated country.

Ryan Powell

Journal Staff
The semester has final
ly begun, and I feel normal
again. Homework, classes,
people on campus, it is sim
ply too beautiful. Though,
along with classes and regis
tration here, a few problems
arise. The implementation
methods of a socialized style
of education have everything
to do with it.
Yes, it is wonderful that
everyone in Austria gets a
chance to further their stud
ies, but there is absolutely
no limit put on what every
one means. One progressive
move on the part of the medi
cal school has instituted a cap
on participants. Therefore, it
is competitive and regarded
as a more prestigious field
of study. On the other hand,
class and major selection
plays out a bit different at the
main university.
Starting no more than a
3 weeks before the semester
commences, registration is
based out of one website as
usual. Naturally, no system
of registration is perfect and
everyone is waiting online
for the specific minute they
are allotted, but it plays out a
bit differently here. You have
to look through the course
catalogue which is broken up

into each area of study and
find where you fit best. Then,
you pick courses and times
that hopefully do not over
lap, but there is no telling of
the changes that will occur.
Say, having a course start in
May and end in June with a
final paper due in September.
Yes, a bit out of the ordinary.
Finally, you "register" for
courses by pressing a few but
tons and allotting the number
of points you feel worthy for
each class and how much you
want it. Each student has a
different number of points
based on how long you have
studied and wh'ch depart
ment you affiliate with. If that
sounds confusing, it's because
it is.
More or less, you register
for upwards of 10 to 15 cours
es every semester and attend
those you feel most worthy.
You will often not know of
your formal acceptance until
maybe a week prior to their
beginning. It is an uncon
trolled free-for-all in which
patience and time manage
ment simply do not help,
mere apathy helps a bit.
There are other schools
throughout Austria, but the
University of Vierma is defi
nitely the more alluring of
schools. They offer a wider
range of programs and it is
located in the heart of the

capitol. Most of the provinc
es of Austria even subsidize
housing in Vienna for stu
dents. Stand outside of these
beautiful compounds and
you can really embrace the
plethora of dialects present
in Austria. This keeps these
homegrown children satis
fied in the comfort of people
from their region in a city that
is very comfortable in gen
eral. Regardless of how often
these students go home for
the weekend, which is quite a
few, they do study at the main
university.
It helps when study
ing each semester also costs
around 16 Euros. They even
still protest on this matter
in hopes of reducing it to no
cost at all. The government
has recently reduced funding
the University of Vienna and
the classes and proper school
materials have also declined.
The system is not perfect, and
it is also not conducive to for
eigners understanding what
goes one with registration,
but everyone has the chance
to study and learn more and
it is tough to argue that mat
ter. When you study abroad
at local universities, do not
expect the registration sys
tems or university mentality
to be anywhere near that of
the States.

YOU ARE H ERE

South America
LIMA, Peru - The Peruvian government has cancelled a
visit by the British ship HMS Montrose as an act of solidarity
towards Argentina in its dispute over the Falkland Islands.
Peruvian Foreign Minister Rafael Roncagliolo told news
agencies that it respected and supported Argentina's land
rights over the islands. "This decision has been taken in the
spirit of Latin American solidarity commitments undertaken
in the framework of Unasur (Union of South American Na
tions) with regard to the legitimate rights of Argentina in the
sovereignty dispute over the Falkland Islands, South Georgia,
and South Sandwich Islands and the surrounding waters,"
said Roncagliolo. Argentina and England have been at odds
over territorial claims in the Falkland Islands, a conflict which
lead to a short lived war 30 years ago. The Falkland Islands
currently belong to England.
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staff ICA
sounds

exhibitfigures eolors

Bianda Saunders

Journal Staff

Various Artists
|
(mixed by Vicious Vic)
"Trance Voyages"
Dated trance how it should
be.
-Angela Bray
CITY AND
COLOUR

m

City and Colour
"Live at the Orange
Lounge - EP"
Dallas Green live over
everything ever.
-Soleil Barros

r

Bruce Springsteen
"Wrecking Ball"
The boss is back better than
ever before.
-Aliy Thibault

Harvey Milk
"Life... The Best Game in
Town"
^
Heavy |ams that put me in ,
my zone, real Athens, GA ^
sound.
^
-Ethan Long____ _l

Boston's Institute of Con
temporary Art (ICA) presents
an imaginative display of col
or and form in its new exhibi
tion, "Figuring Color."
The exhibit, organized by
ICA Senior Curator Jenelle
Porter, features the works of
four artists: Kathy Butterly,
Felix Gonzalez-Torres, Roy
McMakin, and Sue Williams.
Separately, the various
paintings, installations and
sculptures hold the agendas
of their creators, but in unity
they serve to educate about
the use of color and form in
representing notions of the
body, both physical and men
tal.
Ironically, a literal repre
sentation of the body never
appears in the exhibition.
"Each work in 'Figuring
Color' uses color to repre
sent a metaphorical body — a
body rendered as vessel, pure
color, abstraction, line, field,
or allegor,"' Porter said in a
press release. "At the begin
ning of the exhibition, color is
used to evoke a physical rep
resentation of the body that
becomes increasingly emo
tional as you move through
the galleries."
Each of the four "Figur
ing Color" galleries commu
nicates a new theme particu
lar to the experience of color,
form and the body.
The first gallery serves
mainly to emulate the physi
cal and exterior aspects of
the body. Warm, fleshy colors
blend coolly with the provoc
ative forms of the art.
Butterly's small, glazed
ceramic sculptures, whose
promiscuous form and blend
of fleshy and bright colors are
intended to provoke, humor,
and shock the viewer; certain
ly possess their own person
ality.
A striking work by McMa
kin also resides in this gallery.
A flesh-colored chair with a
rounded bottom reminiscent
of a human behind, it serves
both to remind of the body (it
is an object directly in contact
with the body) and imitate it
through its color and shape.

The connecting gallery
employs the themes of the
unseen: the interior, abstract,
and absent. The viewer en
ters through a red, beaded
curtain by Gonzalez-Torres
named "Untitled (Blood)."
The work, created in 1992,
calls attention to the AIDS
epidemic, from which Gonza-'
lez-Torres passed away.
Also in this gallery are
Williams' paintings, which
use the interior body to relay
political messages about top
ics like violence and capital
ism.
Depicted in her work
"Arnerican Enterprise" (2009)
are human organs in the pa
triotic colors of red, white and
blue, a response to the US in
volvement in war.
The other two spaces
in this gallery are remark
ably different from each oth
er. One copes with memory
and sadness, surrounded by
many blues and grays; the
other is jubilant and eye-popping in nature. It seems, only
at first, this oddity diminishes
the impact of the exhibition,
but it does well to portray a
rounded example of the ef
fect color and form can have
in art.
Displayed in the third gal
lery is Gonzalez-Torres's 1991
sculpture, "Untitled (Lover
Boys)," a self portrait of the
artist and his partner, who
also lost his life to AIDS. The
sculpture is meant to weigh
355 pounds, about the weight
of the couple combined.
Used as material for the
portrait is blue and white
wrapped candy that lies on
the floor of the gallery, in
tending a feeling of melan
choly. The viewer is meant to
take a piece of the candy and
consume it, an effort of the
artist to share a part of him
self with his audience.
McMakin also uses color
to explore memory and loss
in his work. Named after his
mother, "Lequita Faye Mel
vin" (2003) consists of indi
vidual sculptures created
from the sketches he made
from memory of the furni
ture found in the homes of his
family. Each sculpture lacks
the original color of the furni

ture and is instead painted a
somber grey.
Seen in the final gallery
space are the lively works by
each of the four artists, to
gether for the first time in the
exhibition. A small but signif

icant encore appears near the
exit, "Untitled (Fear)," Gon
zalez-Torres' blue-tinted mir
ror, inviting visitors to view
their own reflection.
"Figuring Color" will ex
hibit until May 20, 2012.

tilS'

Photo courtesy of ICA

"Untitled (Lover Boys)" (1991) by Felix Gonzalez-Torres.

Photo courtesy of ICA

"American Enterprise" (2009) by Sue Williams.

Photo courtesy of ICA

"Swinger" (2002) by Sue Williams.
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Who Lives at Home'
Ally Johnson

Journal Staff
Jeff, Who Lives at Home is
one of those quiet films. It re
fuses to hit you over the head
with a theme or meaning. It's
a film that purposely spends
the entirety of its time search
ing for its point. It doesn't
meander through its plot, it
isn't distracted, nor without
a point in general. It's a film
centered on the characters
and their emotions rather
than their motives.
Jeff, played by Jason Segel, believes in signs. He sub
scribes to the idea that noth
ing is without meaning and
that everything and everyone
is interconnected. He knows
that he knows nothing about
the world and is content, if not
sadly so, to sit idly and await

for his destiny to knock on his
door. Segel is one to watch;
he is not the typical leading
man, yet he is captivating in
his charm and never seems to
force his performances.
Jeff's older brother, Pat, is
played by Ed Helms, sporting
a horrific goatee and proving
he is so much better than this
season of The Office and The
Hangover 2. Pat is seemingly
the more adult; he's the broth
er who knows how he is sup
posed to act. However, his life
is falling into shambles when
he spots his wife in [what he
thinks is] an affair with anoth
er man. Pat is quick to jump
into self-righteous mode, set
on the idea that he is the one
in the wrong and that every
thing is out to get him.
Jeff is the brother who's
focused on everything that

goes on around him while Pat
is too focused on himself. The
chemistry between Segel and
Helms is charming touching,
and genuine.
Their widowed mother,
Sharon (Susan Sarandon), has
given up on looking for signs.
She sees herself as too old, too
far gone from the time where
she could live life with a sense
of spontaneity.

Wib LIVES

AT HOME
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The Help:' beautifully
YourWeek: citu
arts, clubs, culture
lit
presented, unrealistically told
[Wed., nightlife] It's the
one-year armiversary for
Re:Set Wednesdays at The
Phoenix Landing! Residents
Mark Ingram, D-Lux and
Randy Deshaies spin under
ground house music. [$5,19+]
[Thurs.-Sat.,
theater]
Recent Tragic Events, a diz
zying,
thought-provoking
whirlwind about fate and the
seemingly random connec
tions we make in life, will be
at the Factory Theater. [$10]
[Thurs., nightlife] Make
It New has Caseroc, Alan
Manzi and Baltimoroder
playing house at Middlesex
Lounge. [Free, 21+]
[Thurs., nightlife] Guest
DJs Eludis and Rivas spin
house, electro and top 40 re
mixes alongside residents
Glowkids and Fuse at GLOW
Boston; Blast Energy will also
be sampling energy drinks.
[$15,18+]
[Fri., dance] Boston Bal
let company dancers perform

classical ballet to contempo
rary works at the Strand The
ater. [Free]
[Fri., nightlife] UK bass
duo 16Bit come to Middle
East Downstairs from West
London; local talent make up
the opening lineup. [$15,18+]
[Fri., nightlife] Grand
opening of enw nightclub
Naga in Central Square. [$10,
21+]

[Fri.-Sun., visual art]
CraftBoston showcases and
sells one-of-a-kind and lim
ited edition pieces in contem
porary art, craft and design
from over 200 artists at the
Seaport World trade Center.
[$15]
[Sat., nightlife] Retro at
tire is encouraged for Middle
School Dance as DJs Damien
Paul, Death Star and Poke
Smot spin dance music from
the 70s, 80s and 90s at Good
Life. [$5, 21+]
Compiled by Angela Bray
and PAO's Kristin Baker.

Photo by Angela Bray

Laura Mahony

Journal Contributor
The Help, written and di
rected by Tate Taylor, stars
Emma Stone, Viola Davis, Octavia Spencer, Alison Janney,
Bryce Dallas Howard, and
Jessica Chastain. Based on
the novel of the same name
by Kathryn Stockett, the story
follows the lives of two Jackson, Mississippi housemaids,
Aibileen Clark (Davis) and
; Mirmy Jackson (Spencer),
who are constantly belittled
and beaten by their white
authorit}' figures. Trapped
in their unforgiving lives, it's
not until a compassionate and
caring aspiring white writer
named Skeeter Phelan (Stone)
comes along that the story be
gins to unfold and the Civil
Rights era of the 1960s is rec
ognized and reflected.
The Civil Rights era of the
60s was a complicated one,
but The Help manages to cap
ture its essence without much
trouble. The film is simply
reflective of the time period
through its representation
of the plantations, white su
premacy and limited rights
for African-Americans, The
film also depicts the time pe
riod well through costumes:
the time-appropriate maid
uniforms, the classy dresses
for elite white women and the
everyday suits for white men.
Although the prevalent rac

ism and the attitude of white
supremacy is reflected quite
well within the film, it seems
to be a more watered down
or sugar-coated version of the
brutal ways in which AfricanAmericans were often treated.
As far as the housemaids,
Aibileen's dutj'- is to raise the
girls of elite white women
who are too busy plaiming
the next party or social climb
to raise their own daughters.
Minny, on the other hand,
works for the most vindic
tive social leader named Hilly
Holbrook (Brj’^ce Dallas How
ard) who fires her after many
years of faithful service. Her
lack of employment brings
her into the home of Celia
Foote (Jessica Chastain), a
clueless blonde who's just
married into the social world
and is therefore ridiculed by
Hilly and the other "old mon
ey," Celia and Minny form a
bond that allows each to grow
in their bravery and sense of
self. As hearbvarming as this
is, it unforhmately adds more
to the "feel-good" aspect and
less to the realities of south
ern America in the 60s.
Popping up within the
confines of the main plot is
a subplot surrounding the
mysterious manner in which
Skeeter's life-long maid and
nanny disappeared while she
was away at school. Skeeter
relentlessly demands answers
from her mother (Alison J<in^

ney) though she spends the
majority of the film unsuc
cessful in attaining any,
as her mother is unwill
ing to share the truth with
her daughter. The riff this
reluctance creates builds
even more on the tension
within the story. However,
toward the end, tlie moth
er has a sudden change of
heart which brings her and
Skeeter closer, ultimately
providing another example
of how overly idealistic the
plot really is.
There is no doubt what
soever that The Help is emo
tionally involving. I can't
remember the last time I felt
so in touch with the charac
ters I was presented with.
You feel like a part of their
story as you watch. You can
feel the pain in each and ev
ery racist remark or action
towards these maids just
trying to keep work and
make a living.

Continue readinig online;

OPINION
March 21, 2012

StaffEditorial
You may be shocked by
this, but Massachusetts faired
pretty well in a recent nation
wide survey that tried to mea
sure the risk of corruption
for each state. Actually, they
fared well if you measure the
standards through the eyes
of an eighth-grader trying to
convince their parents that a
passing grade is acceptable.
The Commonwealth received
an overall grade of a "C".
Now we say you may be
shocked by this due to the re
cent transgressions that have
been committed by many
politicians up on the Hill. Be
tween former Speaker of the
House Sal Dimasi's corrup
tion conviction, former state
senator Diane Wilkerson get
ting caught shoving a bribe
down her bra, or the mas
sive patronage scandal that
rocked the probation depart

ment (just to name a few), it
is hard to imagine Massachu
setts could even come close to
a satisfactory grade. It may be
because the test itself may be
a little too lenient.
Advocates for the Free
dom of Information Act claim
that Massachusetts is one of
the worst states in regard to
responding to public records
requests, while state agen
cies claim the problem is due
to scarce resources. It has
also been said that the laws
themselves are not providing
a proper amount of transpar
ency. Massachusetts, after all,
is one of 10 states that don't
even have limited rights to
view legislator's records.
So, then the question be
comes why hasn't there been
more done to deal with this
problem? What is going on in
the State House that requires

information to be confiden
tial? One major problem may
be that the people who make
the laws actually like operat
ing within the current system,
which makes it very hard to
see a change coming soon.
This could all change, though,
with just a little persuasion by
voters.
This issue is of dire im
portance. Transparency with
in the government is essen
tial, yet in Massachusetts that
doesn't seem to be the case. It
is easier for politicians to op
erate under the current sys
tem because they do not have
to answer to constituents as
much as they should. This
needs to change, and until it
does we have one word for
the Commonwealth; Unsatis
factory.
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Moshinq ban
an example of
overregulation
%J

Michael Christina

Journal Staff
When I heard that mosh
pits were being banned in
Boston, my first thought was
that a couple of idiots had
done something so over the
top that it forced the city
to step in. I mean, why else
would something like moshing become a major safety
concern for cops unless some
one had gotten severely in
jured at a concert? Turns out,
this just represents another
overreaction by the powers
that be because of the appar
ent lack of understanding for
a particular culture.
Last week. The Boston Her
ald reported that the House of
Blues had been cited by police
for a license violation stem
ming from mosh pits dur
ing a February 21 Flogging
Molly show. It was reported
that close to 60 concertgoers
engaged in "aggressive mosh
pit dance." It also should be
jnoted that no serious injuries
were reported. Cops have
since vowed that this type of
behavior will not be tolerated
anymore in the city of Boston.
My main problem with
this decision is that, at least
in my mind, it has been made
without a proper look into
what the slam-dance culture
is actually about. I have to say
that all of my experiences go
ing to concerts where moshing was prevalent have been
positive. Sure, the floor can
get very aggressive at times.
What needs to be understood,
though, it thdt no one is ever
forced into a pit. It is all by
choice whether a person
wants to hop in or not. It also
needs to be understood that
whenever anyone is knocked
down, it is always proper eti
quette that the pit slows down
imtil the person is picked up.
I have certainly been knocked
down during a few pits in my
life, and every time there was
someone there to pick me up
immediately. In turn, I have
always showed the same re

spect and have picked many
fellow pit dwellers when they
have fallen.
I recognize what it must
look like from an outside per
spective. The music is violent
and mosh pits can amplify
that particular intensity. But
the point of it is not to go out
with the implicit intention of
hurting someone. It is instead
meant to be a productive and
often times positive output of
aggression. We are all there
with the same purpose - to
have a good time. That's all.
It may not be the Mayor's
idea of a fun night out, but
different things make differ
ent people tick. To automati
cally assume that something
is harmful just because you
may not fully understand it is
unacceptable.
The House of Blues is a
great venue for metal con
certs. Unfortunately, this
doesn't seem like it will be the
case anymore. With the ban
ning of moshing in Boston,
many bands will probably
move their concerts back to
Worcester and the suburbs
where it is still permitted.
And that sucks for all of us
who actually enjoyed going
to concerts in the city.
I've never seen severe
violence at any metal shows
I have ever gone to. I have
certainly seen severe violence
just leaving random bars and
clubs downtown. So under
this current line of thinking,
shouldn't drinking be banned
to prevent possible injury
in the future? I almost just
laughed as I typed that. Of
course drinking will never be
banned because it brings in
too much money for the city.
Maybe it's just easy to ban
moshing because of the nature
of the culture. But when you
start banning things based on
what you feel could be poten
tially harmful without actu
ally looking deeper into what
you are doing, it certainly can
lead down a slippery slope.
Take note Mayor Menino.
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Kony camj iXt ign is a worthy undertaking
ally matters and how a true
Since the video has gone represented.
viral,
millions
of
people
This
campaign
carries
a
political situation should be
Journal Staff
across the Globe have stepped noble message of internation- handled—with heart, perseIf you have been any in to raise awareness—Face- al justice, and its aim is in the verance, and action. Raising
where near a computer in the
last two weeks you are prob
ably familiar with the Kony
2012 campaign, but how
much is really known about
it?
Kony 2012 is a half-hour
film and campaign by Invis
ible Children that aims to
promote awareness about
Joseph Kony, an African war
criminal who heads a brutal
ly violent rebel group called
the Lord's Resistance Army
(LRA). This group has been
abducting children to act as
fighters since running out of
willing members and abduct
Photo courtesy of Flickr user k-ideas
ing "wives" for existing mem
bers. All members are encour book posts, Tumblr reblogs, shadow of promoting world awareness is only the first
aged to rape, mutilate, and and Retweets have all helped peace, yet it has created quite step, but the rest cannot be
kill innocent civilians—usu to get the message of interna a stir among Internet-using done by everyday Internet
users, it has to come from the
ally with blunt objects. In 26 tional justice to the people. youth.
I hear people frequently politicians, influential figures,
years, the LRA has abducted Political figures and influen
roughly 30,000 children and tial celebrities have also be talking about the Kony 2012 and government officials of
displaced around 2.1 million gun taking their part in solv campaign, but it's surpris the involved nations. The vid
ing the problem before it's too ing to me that in reality, they eo demands international jus
people.
don't have a firm understand tice, but what it really does is
Invisible Children is an late.
organization which, for the
Recently, the viral video ing of how dire it is. It makes show the youth of the world
past nine years, has been has been criticized in Uganda, me wonder whether or not just what they are going to in
working to end Africa's lon where the rebel group LRA this is an issue many people herit when they gain control.
gest-running armed conflict. originated. It caused such a actually care about, or if it's Anarchy, war, injustice, and
Although U.S. troops and swell of negative feedback merely another passing Inter violence are quickly overtak
ing the peace, hope, and unity
military advisors are current that the head of an Ugan net fad.
dan
Charity
Show
has
sus
I
think
that
a
huge
inter
that should be so much more
ly deployed there on a "timelimited" mission to help, pended the video from being national problem such as this prominent.
they only have about a year screened, and although they one needs more than just In
I am tired of seeing more
to capture Kony, after which support the capture of Kony, ternet promotion. Even with problems than solutions, and
the mission will end and the they felt that the conflict por the great power that is the if the Occupy Movement,
window of opportimity will trayed in the video was over Internet at our fingertips, Arab Spring, or the SOFA and
close.
simplified and inaccurately we seem to neglect what re PIPA fiasco are any evidence.
Victoria Greenleaf
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so is the rest of the world. The
Time Magazine person of the
year 2011 wasn't the "Protes
tor" for no reason—the time
has come for us to take back
what has been lost in recent
years.
Very recently, Jason Rus
sell, co-founder of Invisible
Children, was arrested for
indecent exposure. It is de
batable as to whether or not
alcohol or drugs caused Rus
sell to mentally break down
in such a public manner, but
it doesn't really change the
organization's message of
peace and justice. Unfortu
nately, this negative behavior
on behalf of Russell is reflect
ing the entire group, and they
are now under fire due to his
erratic and publicly indecent
behavior.
I want our children to be
safe and free and happy, and
I want to be a part of bring
ing those aspects of humanity
back into society. It's men like
Joseph Kony who keep the
fence up between peace and
war, love and hate, empathy
and violence. He needs to be
brought to justice, and I ap
plaud all of those who have
joined the movement, re
blogged the video, and post
ed on Facebook, but the time
for the political figures and
peacemakers to take action
has come, and they need to
step up to the plate and take
the swing for all of us.

Smoke-free campuses show major discrimination problem
Ally Thibault

Journal Staff
On March 1, Harvard
University's Kermedy School
of Government instated a
new controversial smokefree campus rule that forbids
smoking on any Harvard
owned outdoor property or
even within 25 feet of build
ing entrances or windows.
Harvard has championed the
policy as necessary to ensure
public health while brush
ing aside the concerns of its
smokers.
A press release on the
school's website proclaims the
new rule as a measure meant
to "promote good health"
and "reduce any impacts
from smoke upon [its] staff,
faculty, and students." While
the document admits that this
may be an "inconvenience for

smokers," the only solution
the school handbook offers
for smokers on campus is to
encourage them "to attend
smoking cessation classes."
The press release goes on
to feature quotes from stu
dents and staff alike prais
ing the smoke-free policy.
The staff member quoted,
a smoker, believes the new
policy will help her quit by
preventing her from smoking
on her breaks.' While this may
be a positive force for her, it
is much more than 'inconve
nient' to other smokers.
If a student, faculty or
staff member has a only a
quick break between classes
or job tasks to have a cigarette,
then under the new policy
they would need to leave the
campus groimds to do so—an
opportimity that may not be
possible or practical.

One must remember
that people on campus are
all adults and have the legal
right to smoke if they please.
And smoking is often not so
much the adult's choice on a
whim but actually a real ad
diction.
The thought of a univer
sity or any kind of entity con
trolling the amount of ciga
rette smoke in the airspace
around it is laughable. If
Harvard believes that second
hand smoke within 25 feet of
their property is dangerous,
how does moving it down the
block stop the wind from tak
ing it away? And how much
does second-hand smoke re
ally affect a passerby heading
for a doorway?
The real reason behind
this pohcy seems to center
more around empowering a
"nanny state" institution that

thinks it knows what's best
for everyone—the smoke-free
policy is essentially just hid
den discrimination toward
smokers.
Disdain for smokers has
been widely accepted by our
society as a whole. Besides
Herman Cain's bizarre cam
paign ad that tried to re-introduce smoking as cool, all oth
er mainstream references to
smoking have big red slashes
through them. You're not
breaking any laws by smok
ing outside, but someone will
still glare at you like you are.
There is a subtle, yet clear
message in the smoke-free
policy - Smokers, Harvard
doesn't want you stand
ing out front; you make the
school look bad.
It seems unlikely that Suf
folk would ever try to imple
ment a similar policy since

our campus isn't a contained
area, but other schools in the
area are considering the pol
icy.
Smokers
infamously
dominate the sidewalk space
in front of Sawyer, but you'll
never see them in a candid
snapshot series depicting stu
dent life on Suffolk's website.
Why not? Is Suffolk ashamed
of its students for a legal, per
sonal choice they make? Since
when do universities have the
power to decide what person
al choices are acceptable and
which should be condemned?
As schools in the area
implement smoke-free cam
puses in the name of the pub
lic good, remember smokers
are people too and shouldn't
have to be treated like crimi
nals for lighting up a cigarette
or hidden from campus view.
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Aries
(3/21 - 4/19)
You are at the top
of your game this
week, and with this
you’ll find a new life
resolution interest
ing. Consider some
thing to reduce
selfishness.

Leo
i7l22 - 8I22)

Libra
(9/23 -10/22)

In this week of resolutions with the new
moon, the best thing
to do is focus on how
to better handle
shared things.

Improvement can be
found in every aspect
of your life this week,
particularly in your
health. Get fit and live
a most premium life!

Pianei sightseeing
Journal Contributor

As the new moon
energizes your goal
setting, Jupiter gives
you luck fortune;
focus all of this on
your professional
life, and you’re in for
a good week.

Gemini
(5/21 - 6/20)
Take hold of the
steering wheel, be
cause this week
your life can handle
a few sharp turns.
Your reputation is
open for tweaking.

Although this month
is centered on fun
occasions, this week
needs to be about
your life at home.
Make sure all is well.

Venus, Jupiter among p anets seen by the naked eye
Michael Smith

Taurus
(4/20 - 5/20)

Sagittarius
(11/22 -12/21)

If you have been out during
the beginning of the evening for
the past month there's a chance
you've seen two very bright
stars near the horizon. If you've
been with me I will always stop,
point them out and say "Look
it's Venus and Jupiter."
Most people without a
background in astronomy or
stargazing don't believe me, but
it's true.
Since the end of February,
this phenomenon could be seen,
and it will be visible for about
one more week, especially if
things hke buildings or trees
are not blocking the horizon to
the west. As someone who has
been stargazing for a few years,
something like this is somewhat
rare. To begin, Venus can some
times be seen at night, but usu
ally not for long. Most of the
time to see this planet you will
have to be up at 4 a.m. before
the sim rises. Now, not only has
the planet been visible into the
night for about a month, but for
at least a few hours at a time.
To add to the relative rarity
of this phenomenon, the planet
is also seen right next to one
of the other brightest things in
the sky, Jupiter, an occurrence
called a "Jupiter-Venus Conjimction."
Both are the brightest ob
jects in the sky except for the
moon and the sun, which means
they are brighter than the bright

est star, Sirius of the Canis Ma
jor constellation. Brightness is
measured by something called
"apparent magnitude." Objects
with an apparent magnitude
of five or above are difficult or
impossible to see in the city.
When the number gets smaller,
or more negative it reflects that
the object is brighter in the sky.
Venus has an apparent magni
tude of somewhere between -4
and -5 while Jupiter tends to fall
between -2 and -3. For compari
son, the brightest star, Sirius,
has an apparent magnitude of
around -1.5.
The planets give off light
in the same way as the moon.
They owe their brightness to the
fact that they reflect light from
the sun as opposed to produc
ing light, the way the light of a
star is generated. Venus is the
brightest not only because it is
the closest planet to the earth,
but because all of its atmospher
ic gases reflect much of the sim's
light towards us.
If you want to find these
planets there are a few tricks.
You will most likely see them
by looking across the horizon in
the evening and finding the two
brightest things in the sky, but
if for some reason it is difficult,
they are to the west. Assum
ing you don't have a compass,
this could mean thinking about
where the srm has set, or if you
want to think in a more complex
way, you could find the North
Star. For this you will have to
find the Big Dipper, which looks

like a big cooking pot with a
handle, about 45 degrees up
wards. It is one of the two most
visible constellations in the sky,
the other being Orion. Once you
have found it, go to the edge op
posite the handle. Making a line
out of those two stars, follow the
line outwards from the open
ing of the Big Dipper and you
will find the North Star, named
because it remains in the same
place (directly north) no mat
ter what time of night (or day)
it is. Knowing which direction
is north, you can find the west.
One more thing to note about
the difference in appearance be
tween stars and planets—plan
ets and emit a solid light, while
stars "twinkle."
As time passes, both planets
will come closer to the horizon
each evening. Though they will
stiU be in the sky in April, they
will be more difficult to see be
cause of how low they are, and
an even later sunset will mean
the sim will mask their light for
more time into the evening. Re
gardless, this event, though not
extremely rare, is worth seeing
if you have interest in the stars.
Venus and Jupiter are not
the only two planets visible this
month. Opposite from the two
aforementioned planets is Mars
shining its red hue in the night
sky. Less spectacular than these
three planets is Saturn, which
modestly shows itself near the
moon, and Mercury, which
could only be seen after sunset
during the first week of March.

Capricorn
(12/22 -1/19)
Evaluate your com
munication style.
Is it clear, genuine,
and energetic? This
week is perfect to
find the balance of
how much you will
try.

Aquarius
(1/20 - 2/18)
The new moon is
giving you the boost
you need to figure
out how to spend
your money. Make it
efficient and fitting
to your needs.

Horoscopes compiled by Kleoniki Papadopoulos

Cancer
(6/21 - 7I21)
The new moon this
week focuses on
your learning. Strive
for high goals and
absorb information
from all sources.

Virgo
(8/23 -9/22)
It’s time to fine tune
your close relation
ships. Become aware
of your behavior and
how it affects the
people around you.

Scorpio
(10/23 - ii/21)
The new moon brings
you the insight to re
view your romantic life
in a new way. Also,
make sure you are ex
periencing enough
leisure time.

Pisces
(2/19-3/20)
As there is always
room for improve
ment, this week is all
about your image.
Adjusting your repu
tation or appear
ance will work well.

iiIISKI!33S!l5||iCTig8CT
Celtics' inconsistencies continue to plague team
March 21, 2012

Athanasios Armenis

Journal Staff
The Boston Celtics have
been consistently inconsis
tent. Since the second half of
the shortened NBA lockout
season has began, the green
have posted an 8-4 record
capped off by an encourag
ing five game winning streak
where the season finally
looked like it was taking a
turn in the right direction.
Rajon Rondo was playing
at a high level, Paul Pierce was
finally scoring with a purpose
and Kevin Garnett continued
to anchor an unpredictable
defense that seemed to give
hope to Celtics fans around
the league that even on the
fifth year of a three year
"experiment" Danny Ainge
signed up for, maybe just for
a second, things could actu
ally pan out.
After back-to-back over
time victories against the
New York Knicks and Hous
ton Rockets, it looked like
Boston was putting their dis

appointing first half behind
them.
Rondo's 18-point, 20-as
sist and 17-rebouhd perfor
mance against the Knicks put
an end to the constant trade
rumors and with St. Patrick's
Day around the comer, the
luck of the Irish seemed to
creep its way into the aging
locker room.
Boston was rolling and on
the verge of re-capturing the
top spot in the Atlantic Divi
sion. For the first time in the
season the Celtics held the
right cards in their hand and
looked to swap positions with
the young and talented 76ers,
who were on a cold streak,
having lost eight of their last
10 matchups, entering the
March 7 showdown against
Boston.
The assumed clash be
tween the two clubs turned
into a walk in the park for
Philadelphia, as the Celtics
only chances of winning the
alleged, "critical" matchup^
were immediately eliminated
as soon as they stepped foot

on the court.
The 76ers, led by young
sensation Evan Turner, quick
ly jumped on Boston's back,
as the career-high 26 point
performance by the Ohio
State product diminished any
hopes of the Celtics getting
back into first.
Boston was embarrassed,
103-71 and Pierce and Co.
once again found themselves
on the losing end of a mean
ingful game.
"This was one of therh
that you just throw away, saiJ
Pierce. "You don’t even go
back to it, reference it, noth
ing. Just throw this one away.
You can't explain it. We know
this team isn't 30 points better
than us. We know we’re a bet
ter team than we showed."
For Celtics fans though,
it's just one game right?
Wrong. The Celtics are 1-6
when playing the second
games of their back-to-backs
on the road and constantly
produce lack-luster efforts
when having to travel.
The former champs are

in the midst of an eight game
road trip where they have
found themselves on the los
ing end of three of their five
matchups including a nail bit
ter against the archrival Lak
ers.
In this game. Rondo
missed an acrobatic attempt
at a game-tying threl^pointer
in the closing seconds and an
old-fashioned 25-point, butt
whooping where the 15-29
Sacramento Kings outscored
Boston 68-44 in the second
hAf, handing thCm their 20th
losSiOf the season.
The only way to describe
the Celtics season to this point
has been up and down. They
are on a roller coaster ride
and find themselves scrap
ping and clawing to remain
an elite team in playoff con
tention. Yes, the Celtics are
suffering from injuries. Yes,
they face a compact and gru
eling schedule that demands
an excessive amount of trav
eling, but the veteran Celtics
know they have no excuse.
Every team in the league

faces the same hardships Bos
ton is currently dealing with
and the winning teams in the
league typically are the ones
who can find a way to handle
adversity while playing at a
high level.
Boston needs to produce
more wins and with three im
portant games remaining on
their mid-season road trip.
Paul Pierce needs to gather
his troops and prepare for
one last postseason push.
"We are all fighting for
playoff position," said Pierce.
"Atlanta, Milwaukee, Phila
delphia. We just got to finish
out this road trip on a good
note."
If the Celtics have any
chances of making noise in
May, they have to cut down
on their turnovers, rebound
the basketball better and pray
that come seeding time, they
get a little bit of luck in avoid
ing both Miami and Chicago
in the first round.
Here's to hoping, right?

NHL Atlantic Division play off race heating up
Matthew Bacon

Journal Staff
Don't look now hockey
fans, but the Atlantic Division
title race just got that much
tighter. Heading into March,
the high flying New York
Rangers held a ten point lead
over second place Pittsburgh
and seemed a lock for the di
vision title.
However, a mediocre per
formance by New York over
the last two and a half weeks,
coupled with an 11 game win
ning streak from Pittsburgh
has thrown the question of
the Atlantic Division champi
on up in the air. The Rangers
(97 points) now have a three
point lead on Pittsburgh, with
the Penguins holding a game
in hand.
Making things even more
interesting, third place Phila
delphia (92 points) has gone
on a tear this month as well,
putting themselves back into
position to contend for the di
vision title.
To put the proverbial
cherry on top of this red hot
race, the winner of the Atlan
tic Division will also secure
the number one seed in the
Eastern Conference, as the

second place. Northeast Di
vision leading Boston Bruins
have 89 points.
It is no secret that the
New York Rangers have been
struggling this month. Inju
ries have been pestering some
of their top players. Captain
Ryan Callahan, along with top
scoring defenseman Michael
Del Zotto were both sidelined
for several games each in the
last couple of weeks. Henrik
Lundqvist, arguably the best ;
goalie in the lea^e this year, j
missed two starts due to a ;
bout with the flu.
A win against the New
Jersey Ddviis at home on
Monday night improved the
Rangers record to 5-5-1 this
month, and officially knocked
the fourth place Devils out
of contention for the divi
sion title. The win gave New
York some fereathing room
and made them the first team
in the East to clinch a playoff
spot, but the battle for the di- :
vision is far from over. The
Rangers have a game each
remaining against Pittsburgh
and Philadelphia, both com-^
ing in the last week of the sea
son.
Beginning with a 2-0 vic
tory over the Rangers on Feb

ruary 21, Pittsburgh erupted
with an 11 game win streak
that was snapped with .9 sec
onds left in overtime against
Philadelphia this Sunday. The
Penguins have been the best
team in the league over the
last month, and have shown
no signs of sloWihg down.
,, „ In fact, the team can only
be fueled by the fact that Cap
tain Sidney Crosby, arguably
the best player in the world,
returned from a concussion
towards thei tail end of their
win streak Jn a 5-2 ivictory
over the Rangers at Madison
Square Garden on March 15.
The concussion was sus
tained by Crosby last year,
and had kept him sidelined
for all but ten games this sea
son prior to his return, against
the Rangers. The fact that the
Penguins put themselves in
position to win the Eastern
Conference without tire help
of the world's best player
only makes his return that
much scarier for the rest of
the teams in the East.
It seems as thpugh for the’
last couple of months, everybne.^ad written off the
delphia Flyers as' legitimate
contenders. The team had
been coasting at a .500 pace

since losing to the Rangers
in the Winter Classic. Team
captain and top defenseman
Chris Pronger revealed that
he would not play again this
season after sustaining a con
cussion earlier in the year.
To top it all off for the Fly
ers, their decades long goaltending crisis was not solved
by the nine year, $51 million
contract given to goal tender
Ilya' Bryzgalov in the offsea
son. The enigmatic Russian
goaltender was having an ab
solutely abysmal first year in
a Flyers uniform, and backup
Sergei Bobrovsky did not
seem a viable alternative in
net. Bryzgalov and the Broad
Street Bullies (but mostly
Bryzgalov) have turned their
game around this month.
The Flyers are 8-1-1 in
their last ten games, largely
due to the heroica of Bryzga
lov., He is 8-0-1 this month
with a .960 save percentage,
four shutouts, and a 1.20
GAA. His recent stretch of 249
minutes and three seconds
without allowing a goal is the
longest in Flyers history.
The emergence of Bryzga
lov is equivalent to the return
of Crosby for Pittsburgh. All
season long, Philly has had an

offense that can win a cham
pionship, but inconsistent
goaltending has kept them
from being serious contend
ers. If Bryzgalov continues
his stellar play, the Flyers are
instant cup contenders and
have a very realistic shot of
grabbing that top spot in the
Atlantic Division.
When healthy, all three
of these teams are among the
most feared in the league.
Pittsburgh and Philly are
powered by two of the best
offenses in the league, and
Pittsburgh boasts two of the
best players in the world in
Sidney Crosby and likely
MVP Evgeni Malkin.
The Rangers take pride
in their defense and goalten
ding. Their defense is best in
the East, and whatever gets
past them will most likely not
get past the top candidate for
the Vezina Trophy, Henrik
Lundqvist, in net.
Simply put, we hockey
fans will love the brutal, hard
fought battle for the Atlantic
Division title that will take
place between the three best
teams in the East in the com
ing two weeks.
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Suffolk looking to increase student attendance at games
Alex Hall

Journal Staff
Students don't come to
Division III Suffolk Univer
sity expecting sporting events
to be similar to that of Boston
College or the University of
Connecticut, but the school's
athletic department is look
ing to make it easier for their
students to attend games.
Teams like the men's and
women's soccer team as well
as the Suffolk baseball team
play their games in places
like Quincy and Somerville,
which makes it difficult for
students to easily travel to see
them play. For the past few
years, Suffolk has provided
students the opportunity to
hop on a bus provided by
the school free of charge on
the Spirit Night for the soc
cer teams but outside of this
night school transportation
has been non-existent.
Suffolk's Athletic Director
Jim Nelson hopes to change
this and give students the
chance to support their school
more often.
"We're currently working
with the Off Campus Housing Organization and other

campus organizations about
providing transportation to
more games," said Nelson.
"We would like as many fans
to come cheer on our teams as
possible."
The soccer teams have
been two of the school's most
productive teams in recent
history, with both posting
back-to-back postseason ap
pearances. During the 2010
season, the men rallied their
way into the playoffs while
the women were ranked as
the No. 1 seed heading into
the Great Northeast Athletic
Conference tournament.
Unfortunately for both
squads, their success has been
viewed very few times by
their peers, as it proves a chal
lenge for students without the
access to a car or the patience
of taking public transporta
tion to their games.
Nelson said providing
the buses isn't difficult for
the athletic department to
provide, but they have to be
smart with the games they
choose to rent them for.
"Boston is such a great
entertainment
community,
that [Suffolk sports] is just
one of many options for stu

dents to choose," said Nelson.
"It very much depends on the
day and time of the game. The
buses are easy to get, there are
many companies to rent from,
though it can be tough to get
them on weekends during the
fall foliage season."
In regards to baseball, the
dates and times of their games
are what prove to be the big
gest challenge in scheduling
buses lor students.
"The 3:00 p.m. games
during the week make it
hard, but we are looking into
setting something up for eve
ning games - preferably later
in April when the weather is
a little bit warmer," said Nel
son, regarding the athletic de
partment's plans for the up
coming baseball season.
Nelson
hopes
that
through the help of the vari
ous organizations working
with the athletic department
that Suffolk can provide
transportation for its students
to at least two home games for
each soccer team next season.
Plans are also being worked
out in regards to the baseball
games at the moment.
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Men's baseball struggles during opening stretch
year's Rams squad. After a
victory versus Johnson and
Journal Staff
Whales during the GNAC
tournament last season, Mc
As the weather starts to
warm up here in New Eng
Connell recorded his 400th
land, the Suffolk University
win as Suffolk University
men's baseball team has been
skipper. McConnell was
hired
in 1996 and has since
hard at work down in Flori
won five GNAC Coach of the
da where they have officially
year awards and four GNAC
thrown out the first pitch and
championships.
have started the 2012 season.
Last season, Suffolk post
Last season was also the
13th consecutive year Suf
ed a 24-21 record overall.
folk has posted a 20 or better
win season.
Two freshmen will look
to continue their first-sea
son success with the Rams.
Devan Jones (SS) and Jake
Cintolo (3B) will spend a
lot of time next to each oth
er as each play short-stop
and third-base respectively.
Last season, both players
received NEIBA (New Eng
land Intercollegiate Baseball
Association) second team
honors and were two of 52
Photo courtesy of Suffolk Athletics Department selected.
Cintolo was impressive
Junior Jhonneris Mendez is 2-0 with a 1.20 ERA
at
the
plate to say the least.
and 14 strikeouts for the Rams this season.
CJ Haddad

reaching the Eastern College
Athletic Conference semi
finals but losing to the topseeded Endicott College.
This year, the Rams are
again looking to make some
noise in the Great Northeast
Athletic Conference and once
again punch their ticket to an
ECAC tournament berth.
Head Coach Carey Mc
Connell continues to be the
driving motivation for this

breaking the Suffolk University record for hits in a season
with 77 (previous record 69).
The third baseman finished
the season with a .438 batting
average and drove in 31 runs.
Jones finished the 2011
season right where he started,
in the three-hole for coach
McConnell, a lot of pressure
for a freshman. Jones must
have enjoyed the pressure
as he posted a .361 batting
average and led the Rams in
RBI's with 45. This freshman
also led the team in extra base
hits with seven home runs, 12
doubles, and four triples.
McCormell was encour
aged by his young right side
of the infield.
"Both Devan and Jake
had tremendous freshman
campaigns and we hope they
continue to build on their
early accomplishments to
have productive successful
careers here at Suffolk," said
McConnell. "Both players are
tremendous workers and are
both students of the game.

which should bode well not
only for them as players but
us a program."
In their first 10 contests of
the season, Suffolk has found
itself in the win coluirm only
three times.
Sophomore first baseman
Mike Muse has stood out as
he leads the team with a .368
batting average, five RBI, and
one home run. Sophomore
short stop Devan Jones leads
all Rams with nine RBI.
On the mound, junior
right-hander Jhonneris Men
dez has been impressive
through two games. Mendez
posts a record of 2-0 with a
1.20 ERA. Mendez has also
farmed 14 batters in 15 in
nings of work.
The Rams have returned
home from Florida and will
play away at Babson this af
ternoon.
Their next home game
will be played on Saturday
in a double-header against
Rhode Island College.

